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Ottawa is stepping into the breach to bankroll some of the climate change programs left unfunded after Premier 
Doug Ford ended Ontario's cap-and-trade environmental alliance with Quebec and California. 


Federal Environment Minister Catherine McKenna on Thursday announced that small- and medium-sized Ontario 
businesses, as well as community organizations and non-profit groups, will soon be able to apply directly for 
funding. 


"Schools, communities and hospitals are all committed to climate action and now they're left in the lurch, so we've 
said we're willing to work with them directly now with this money," McKenna said in an interview. 


"Of course we would have liked to work with the provincial government both on fighting pollution and tackling 
climate change," the minister said. 


"They took a different path. They made pollution free; they cancelled hundreds of projects in communities across 
Ontario," she said. 


"They're clearly not committed to climate action, but Ontarians are." 


The $420 million in federal money, which comes from a national $1.4-billion "low-carbon leadership fund," will help 
pay for some of the programs that were scrapped after Ford's government abandoned the cap-and-trade accord. 


This would include $100 million for retrofitting schools to make them more energy efficient and a similar $64-million 
initiative for hospitals. 


McKenna said details of Ottawa's plan are still being finalized. 


"There was an agreement with the Ontario government that was cancelled, so we will be announcing soon how 
folks can apply," she said. 


Referring to the previous Ontario Liberal government defeated in June, provincial Environment Minister Rod Phillips 
said Ottawa is welcome "to adopt the Kathleen Wynne program" for curbing climate change. 


But Phillips emphasized the new Progressive Conservative government at Queen's Park was elected to make 
Ontarians lives more affordable, which is why the "ineffective cap-and-trade" program was cancelled. 
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He also questioned why McKenna cancelled a face-to-face meeting of environment ministers in Ottawa on Nov. 23 
in favour of a teleconference. 


"You cancel it when you don't want to sit down with people who disagree with you," said Phillips, noting six 
provinces now oppose the federal carbon pricing plan that Ontario will spend up to $30 million fighting on 
constitutional grounds in court. 


But interim provincial Liberal leader John Fraser said Ottawa is just filling a void. 

"Somebody has to take the lead. This government has no climate plan," Fraser said of the Tories. 
Greenpeace Canada's Keith Stewart praised McKenna's move. 

"This is good news for maintaining momentum on greening Ontario's economy," Stewart said. 


"Just like communities dealing with Trump south of the border, Ontarians are going to have to find creative ways to 
work around a premier who can't or won't recognize the urgency of the climate crisis." 


Ford, who has banded together with other provincial premiers and federal Conservative Leader Andrew Scheer, 
has panned the federal efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions as a "job-killing carbon tax." 


By axing cap-and-trade, which generated $1.9 billion into provincial coffers for environmental programs, the new 
premier noted gasoline prices and natural gas bills are lower. 
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